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SUBJECT: VISIT OF FOREIGN MINISTER FITZGERALD 

REF: STATE 279811 280635 

1. DCM INFORMED FONOFF PERMSEC PAUL KEATING OF PROPOSED 
SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 8 MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON PER REFTELS. 
KEATING CONFIRMED ACCEPTABILITY OF JANUARY 8 AND SAID THAT 
IRISH WERE HAPPY WITH THE PROPOSED SCHEDULE EXCEPT THEY 
EXPRESSED "SURPRISE' 1 THAT BILATERAL MEETING BETWEEN THE 
SECRETARY AND FITZGERALD WAS SCHEDULED FOR ONLY ONE HOUR. 

THEY EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN AND THEIR HOPE THAT MORE TIME 
COULD BE BUILT INTO THE PROGRAM FOR DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE 
TWO PRINCIPALS. 

2. ON THE SCHEDULE, PRESENT PLANS CALL FOR FITZGERALD TO 
DEPART DUBLIN JANUARY 6 AND THUS HE WOULD BE AVAILABLE 
FOR OTHER MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON JANUARY 7. HE IS OBLIGED 

TO RETURN TO DUBLIN FORM WASHINGTON THE EVENING OF JANUARY 8. 

3. KEATING STATED THAT THEY HAD JUST DECIDED THAT FONMINISTER 
WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY HIMSELF (KEATING); NOEL DORR, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND IRISH "POLITICAL DIRECTOR"; 

AND EAMON GALLAGHER, ASSITANT SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 
KEATING EXPRESSED THE STRONG PREFERENCE THAT THE ENTIRE PARTY BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DUBLIN 01835 241514Z 

INCLUDED IN MEETINGS AS WELL AS THE LUNCHEON. 
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4. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY IS FULLY AWARE OF THE PRESSURES ON THE 
SECRETARY'S TIME AND WE REALIZE THAT ONE HOUR'S BILATERAL AND 
LUNCHEON PROBABLY REPRESENT THE MAXIMUM TIME AVAILABLE TO THE 
SECRETARY. HOWEVER, IN KEEPING WITH DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST (STATE 
279811) FOR SUGGESTIONS ON "HOW TO HANDLE FITZGERALD, SINCE WE 
WANT TO LEAVE HIM IN NO DOUBT AS TO IMPORTANCE WE PLACE ON US-EC 
CONSULTATIONS". WE BELIEVE THAT WE COULD GIVE NO MORE IMPORTANT 
SIGNAL THAN TO ACCEDE TO THE REQUEST FOR MORE TIME FOR DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE SECRETARY. OTHER HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS WOULD BE HELPFUL, 

OF COURSE. 

5. IN PRACTICE GALLAGHER AND DORR WILL PROBABLY BE THE MAIN 
CHANNELS FOR US/EC CONSULTATIONS, SO WE HOPE THEY CAN BE FULLY 
INCLUDED. 

MOORE 
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